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The Gülen Movement: Its Nature and Identity

by Muhammed Cetin

The Gülen movement is increasingly visible through the work of a range of institutions 
across the world. Its visibility has led to the beginning of formal academic inquiry into 
the nature and identity of the movement and its activities. Such academic study is nec-
essary before one can offer to evaluate the short- and long-term outcomes of the move-
ment and their desirability. While little of an academic nature has been published so far, 
there have been a number of politicised or journalistic accounts of the movement, char-
acterising it variously as a sect, cult or order. This paper scrutinises a number of those 
accounts as a way into a more accurate, evidence-based description of the teachings of 
Fethullah Gülen and of the conduct of the members of the movement inspired by him.
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